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PRESS NOTE ON FLASH DHARNA

Over 3000  teaching and non-teaching staff working in Jawahar Navodaya Vidyalayas across the country staged a stupendous mass flash dharna at the Jantar Mantar, New Delhi demanding the sanctioning of  the CCS Pension 1972, 10% special allowance to the non-teaching staff and other demands like extending MACPS benefits to the teaching staff, defining duty hours etc 

The staff had already been on the Indefinite Strike since 06th February  and agitating for the resolution of their long pending problems. The teaching and non-teaching staff from states around Delhi responded to a flash dharna call  given by the JAC of the service employees led by Shri L.B.Reddy, Jagdish Rai and J.K.Singh.  They raised slogans and displayed placards demanding  the HRD Minister to intervene and resolve the 9-day long stalemate. The JAC representatives decried the indifferent attitude of the Samiti towards their problems. They accused that depite representations over a period of two decades, many of their demands heard no hearing. The employees complained of the absence of a scientific promotion and transfer policy.  They have been forced to work round the clock and even forego Sundays and other public holidays. They complained that the Samiti is making a mockery of the Continuous Comprehensive Evaluation System by setting them benchmarks and insisting on pass percentages and subject averages.  The Samiti showed little regard for their welfare by preferring CPF benefits for them instead of the old Pension Scheme. The staff that joined prior to January 2004, thus, were deprived of the pension scheme benefits and their security after retirement has become a big question. They accused that the Samiti failed to act favourably  towards its industrious staff while a few central government departments like IGNOU, National Open Schools, etc extended old pension school for their employees.  Besides, even after two decades the Samiti has not recognised the associations and, thus, given least attention to the representations of the staff. 

Shri Tapan Sen, Rajaya Sabha Member and General Secretary, CITU addressed the agitating staff. He urged them to join the mainstream of the common man’s struggle  for his rights. This would strengthen their struggle and help them fulfil their demands. He also condemned the indifferent attitude of the successive governments in the centre which led to the present indefinite strike in which over 500 schools from all over India are participating.

The JAC thanked the teaching and non-teaching brethren for their overwhelming support to the dharna call issued at a short notice and vowed to fight till their demands are amicably resolved.
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